
THE ALIEN LAND LAW

Responses to The Gazettes So-
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for Opinions

FOR OR AGAINST SECTION 10

V I Sorre are Profuse in Their Reasons Ad-

votaimg or Opposing Others Decline

JJakmgj a Most Interesting Collection
lrfrr forTlio < azitto Headers

urious Amendment Su-

Cested to tllD J llT

us since The Gazette sent out a-

r to members of the legislature
an requesting expressions of

Iii or against section 10 of the
aw these to be published to-

tln reading jiuulic Following
if io letter and the replies re-

in
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ilaf-
As there is much said for and

ctimi 10 of the alien land law The
iijpoctfully solicits an expression
j or against that clause and
ius therefor-

vou consistently can ire should
have you answer the following

ou in favor of the law as it

t what amendment would you

in intent of the law to exclude
pilal from the state

10 you repard this effect as ben
luirtlul to the interests of Texas
iro a full discussion of these ques

public edification and will
imps together Tuc Gazette
imerit date making a most in

itioii of ideas upon the alien
Yiurs truly
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Your favorof the27th instant
11idomc the honor to request-

s mi the nicaniiifr intent conse
u of article 10 of the alien land

I

that press of court duties in-

imd other East Texas counties
mil my whole tune for the net

two weiUs and I will he de-
iiplKirtuniy to jflvo that detailed

riite attention that your inquir
Some of my views touching
mai hi fiund in the Xcivs of
ii an interview of the iM in

nil care to reproduce that or-
smie as may be relevant it

Iiiurity and I will take plcas-
liitmir to the discussion of this

1111 Cazette on my return as-
icatcil Yours truly
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if In answer to yours of August

i that 1 favor as 1 voted m the
mil legislature for an alien land
i ilier inclined to believe after

lielibcration that the law as-

is hurriedly durins the closing
last legislature is too sweeping

think an amendment which
v alien loan companies the rirht-

at their foreclosure sales and
i them to alienate the lands so

in them within a reasonable
live or six ears would be-
aini at the same time would

111 a cumulation of Texas lands in-
K f suih corporations and at the

c woud restore confidence in-

istinents and in a jreat measure
he scan that seems to have pos

u 11 investors in Texas securities
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U i have no inclination to have
ipoar in print yet realizing the

puolic is entitled to ire opin-
ihiM who were and may at an cx-

I factors in matters of vital
tin whole people of Texas 1

11 iiiind to your jnilite requestor
t to irie yon and through your

I iitr he public my views on the
11 land law

iMir questions 1 and 2 together
Aie jiiu in lavor of the law as it-

if nit what amendment would
t

11 mi ion the law as it now stands is-

tivc and too severe and too
ng but on account of a material
is caption or title is unconstitu-

oid Section 3 article t of the
imii leads Xo bill

Mm more than one subject which
pressed in its title The title

a mi land law reads All act to
Kin t articles 0 and 10 and to add

101 Hlb 10c Ipd 10 lOf lOg and
al to repeal all laws in conllicthere-

ll on will observe that the subject is-

ii 0 pi the title of this act nor does
f v hat it proposes to amend An

amend title article and 10 of
Not of the revised civil statutes of-
oof Texas at least it does not sosa

11 lothiug in the title intimating its
In iiiu to prohibit aliens from oiv-

noiiiin Texas So in my opinion the
v 11 lie declared unconstitutional and

If so then it has done all the possi
n without accomplishing any of the
nits anticipated by its author

i ion 10 of the act is too severe and far
ig Under tiiis section no corpora

with an aliei stockholder could own
iiul in Texas for any purpose Under
manufacturing establishment could be-

in Texas if one of the stockholders
11 alien for the deed 10 tne company
land on which to erect the manufac

would be void And since people sel
expend their money in placing stately
lings and costly machinery on other

ims land I assume that it prac
iy inhibits the building of large

needed manufactories in Texas
I do not believe to be the policy of-

iiai nor do I believe it to be to the inter
of her people For above all things
asneeds more and larger manufactories

uo she cannot reasonably expect Northern
n nufacturers to build Texas competing
establishments which will only render their
jivperty in the now manufacturing states

s lucrative or less valuable to them
mvcs I see no way to free the people of-
Tvas from the enormous tribute now paid
to the protected barons of the manufac-
turing

¬

states except by inviting protect
mg and encouraging the investment of for
ciirn capital in building and maintaining
outon woolen iron and other manufac-
tories

¬

in our borders for our people have
not the money and will never have it so
long as we pay such heavy tax to the
Northern manufacturers Of course
aucns should be prevented from acquiring
and holding in perjietuity largo bodies of
Texas lauds but this I think can and
shouid be aconqiiished with a inore con-
servative

¬

alien laud law than the present
law This object should be accomplished
by a law which would not cripple or retard
the development of the great resources of
Texas by driving out foreign mouej but
by one wuich will be Just and equitable to-
aii foreign investors in such improvements
and at the same time protect our own peo
pie in the soereignty of their soil and
which will eifectually prevent monopolies
imd perpetuities Aliens investing their
Eouey in manufactories and other substau

ri

of

in

in

De ¬

tial and permanent improvements should
lie permitted to own a sufficient quantity of
laud necessary to the successful manage-
ment

¬

of such investments Ajrain I think
section 10 which by implication inhibits any
loan company with an alien stockholder
from selling holdinc or buying underany
mortgage or deed of trust given to secure
thepayment of borrowed money hereafter
loaned by sucn loan company or alien
is unwise and detrimental to-

tho best interests of our people
as well as harsh and unjust to tho loan
companies which have alien stockholders
in them Vast sums of money have been
borrowed by many of our best citizens from
these loan companies and many of these
loans are maturing during the present
money crisis which renders the debtor
helpless and unable to meet his obligation
and the companies by this section and the
law are forced to foreclose under their old
deed of trust because an extension would
be a new contract which under the law
unless declared unconstitutional would

deprive the alien lender of any protection
as under section 10 his deed would be void
and section 10c does not place future loans
on a par with loans heretofore made I be-

lieve
¬

the same protection to future loans
and tho same ri ht of acquiring title on
future loans under deeds of trust should
bo given as in past loans and that the time
given the alien purchaser to sell or dispose
of these lands should be ten years instead
of six years

I will now answer questions three and
four towit Was tho intent of the law to
exclude foreign capital from the state

If so do you regard this effect as benefi-
cial or hurtful to the interests of the state
Whether the intention of the law or author
of the law was to exclude foreign capital
from the state I am unable to say but I be-

lievo that its riirid enforcement would
practically accomplish that result As I
have said above 1 do not believe such a re-
sult

¬

would be beneficial to the interests of
Texas On the contrary I am satisfied it
would be very detrimental and
would only perpetuate and intensify
the burdens now borne by our people as
contributors to the overgrown fortunes of
the protected manufacturers of the East
It seems to me it should be the policy of
Texas to liberate her jieoplo from such un-

just
¬

serfdom to these protected barons
rather than help to forge the chains which
will only render them more helpless

The above being my views in brief you
will please pardon me for suggesting that
inasmuch as 1 believe the law as enacted
too harsh and although it may be declared
unconstitutional by the courts yet it has
accomplished harm to Texas by reason of
its harshness which I do not believe was
intended by the legislature Nor do I be-

lieve
¬

a decision of the courts as to its un-
constitutionality

¬

would be as beneficial to
Texas as would be a modification of the law
by the same body which passed it Hence
I favor its modification as one of the objects
to be named by the governor in his procla-
mation

¬

convening an extra session At
least such a modification by the same legis-
lature

¬

that enacted it would show a dispo-
sition

¬

to repair an injury when discovered
and do much in restoring confidence in tho
wisdom fairness and justice of the people
of Texas Respectfully

Ions II CocniiAX

G It CEKAUI WACO

Iavors Striking Out the Word Ilercto-
foro in Section 10-

AVaco Tex Aug 1S9L

Editor Ga7ettc-
In reply to your circular can say that I-

am opposed to repealing the law but favor
amending by striking out the word hereto-
fore

¬

in section in This would enable
aliens to continue loans on land but would
compel themto close out in six years all
lauds that would fall to them by fore-
closure

¬

Io not believe that borrowing
money from aliens is as great a bless-
ing

¬

as some think for the commissions
etc that go to the agents who negotiate
the loans rim up the interest to about what
others loan for and then this class of loans
are made upon long time and I believe that
more men have been injured than bene-
fited

¬

by borrowing money on long time
IV not know tho intent of those who origi ¬

nated the law but if not amended its re-

sults
¬

would be to drive foreign capital out
of the state Have no doubt but what the
legislature will amend but if does not do
not believe any injury will result to the
state generally but individuals who o e
money to aliens that they can never pay
will be sold out a little earlier Respect-
fully

¬

G B Gerald

lle iil dii csKAXisntY

Favors the Law us It >Tor Stands Willi
One icoption-

Gn xnuuv Hood CooTr Tex I

Aug S9 1891

Editor Gazette
Answering your communication of the

JTt inst in reference to section 10 of tho
alien land law passed hv tho last legisla-
ture

¬

I have to say that sumo moith ago I
wrote and ad published in my home paper
the G anbury News an article on the said
law 1 would have given it to the daily
pi ess but not wishing to court state noto-
riety

¬

ami feeling that my duty extended no
further than to defend my position anion
the people who sent me to the legislature
I only presented my views to the eoule of
the Fortieth representative district Now
that on have so icited an opinion I shall
tr to seeuie a copy of that letter aud tavor-
jou v ith it 1 have no copy n w in my
possession but for fear tha I shall be
unable to get the letter referred to I will
brielly answer your questions in the ord r-

in which I fi d them
1 I am in favor of tho law as it now

stands with one exception
The amendment I sggest is to allow

persons having heretofore made loans to
renew their loans if they are unable to pay
the principal at date of maturitj

3 No No man with any brains could
ascribe this intention to the legislature
The object of the law as I understand it
was to brohioit the ownership of Texas
lands by men wno have no reverence for
our Hag who have no sympathy with the
United States and her iieopie except to
make and carry away all the money they
can get who by means of the mortgage
route hope to secure large acreage of our
lands at onefourth or onehalf it value to
say nothing of the interest they collect be-
fore

¬

the mortgagor is forced to the wall
who take their securities to England and
rob our people of the taxes they should pay
Texas wants foreign capital but she wants
it naturalised

1 The effect of the alien land law will
eventually be the greatest blessing Texas
has received from legislation since the
declaration of her independence If this
law had been enacted twentyfive years
ago the people of Texas would have been
more happy and prosperous today than
they are The craze of moneygetting and

boom will ruin any people on earth
Vhcn a few men prosper to such an extent

as the moneylending business of Texas
has brought about the common masses
must suffer Rome was sold formoney and
with it was sold the freedom independence
and manhood of the republic

I will say no more now but will try to
secure for you the letter I referred to Very
respectfully Lee Riddle

HAVE DKKDKX IIILXSUOKO

ravors the Lmr as it Now Stand Not In-
tended

¬

to Bxcluile lorelgn Capital
HILLSBOIIO HILL COCNTT TEX I

Aug2SlS01 f
Editor Gazette

Complying with your request in yout let-
ter

¬

of the 27th inst with reference to the
alien land law and in reply wish to say in
answer to your first interrogatory

I am in favorof the law as it now stands
and in answer to your third question the
law was never intended to exclude foreign
capital from this country as the ninth sec-
tion

¬

of the act plainly tells you the law
with regard to alien ownership of personal
property is the same as it has been since
the act of February 2s34 by the Fifth leg ¬

islature and on the same conditions aliens
can own and deal in personal property as
before they are not prohibited from loan-
ing

¬

money in Texas by the millions and at-
as low rate of interest as thpy please as
some ignorantly chargeaad secure same by
mortgages on and ownership of personal
property

The object of the law is to allow and ec-
coumcethe freest trade and exchange pos
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sible in personal property money and goods I democratic institutions and love them so-

of every kind between our peoploand aliens well that they would fce willing to sacrifice
is being cpnducie to the prosperity hap ¬

piness and civilization of each The law
was never intended to do so foolish a thing
as to prevent foreigners from buying and
selling and exchanging products with our
people

But the sole aim and object of tho law is-

to prevent aliens and persons not citizens
of the United States from owning the land
and real and jiormanent property of this
country as should be the case in every
state of this Union for many reasons

If the foreigner is permitted to own
permanent and real property in this coun-
try

¬

he draws from the natural resources of
this country and sweeps into the coffers of
Europe the rents and profits without any
return for the benefits ha
receives and we furnish him His country
thus drawing upon the foundation sources
of our prosperity independence susten-
ance

¬

and happiness weakens our chances in
the battle for existence makes this coun ¬

try weaker and poorer and the alien and
his country stronger and richer

Already foreigners living in Europe are
daily from the newspaper reports becom-
ing

¬

tlie owners of our factories breweries
railroads mines harbors etc and vast
areas of our lands aud in many instances
in Texas thousands of acres including
whole counties in places are owned by for-
eigners

¬

kept off of the market for high
and speculative prices preventing a settle-
ment

¬

and improvement of same by resident
Americans but holding it for the profits
and enhanced value that the labor and ef-
forts

¬

of Texas citizens will give it by im-
proving

¬

the adjoining lands then sell it
the laud for 15 or fJO ier acre that cost

them from tJ cents to Si l er acre and thus
sweep millions of American money and
American labor to Europe without the
slightest return or value received

And its no answer to the above proposi-
tions

¬

to say that Texans have the same
rights to purchase aud hold lands in Eng-
land

¬

and Europe as their own citizens Our
people are a3 effectually barred from buv-
ing their lands by the fact that they dout
want them a fact well known to Euro-
peans

¬

as if they were prohibited by stat-
utes Then alien ownership of land in its
last analysis is altogether aonesided affair
to the injury of this country and the up ¬

building of Europe
While on the other hand free and

unfettered trade and exchange between
aliens and our people in the pro-
duces

¬

and personal property of
the country of each does not
injure either but benefits and enriches
both for in the case of the sale or exchange
of products each gets value received and
as said by ilr Perry in his Elements of
Political Economy

What a nation purchases by its exports
it purchases by its most efficient labor aud
consequently at the cheapest possible rate
to itself Only those things for tho procur-
ing

¬

of which a nation possesses decided ad-

vantages
¬

relatively to other nations and
relativelj to its own advantages in pro-
ducing

¬

directly what is received in return
are ever exported and hence the re-
turn

¬

cargoes no matter what they have
cost their original producers are purchased
by this nation as cheaply as if thev had
been produced by its own most advan-
tageous

¬

labor
This would be the case if national taxa-

tion
¬

in this country was levied upon prin-
ciples

¬

of a just equality for revenue only
and only for the necessary expenses of the
government economically administered

Bui unfortunately the unpatriotic and in-

human
¬

avarice and selfishness of the Re-
publican

¬

party impels it to uphold and
fasten upon tho people an unequal and un-
just system of protective tariff taxation
contrary to reason common sense and jus-
tice

¬

disturbing natural conditions robbing
one section of this country for the benefit
01 another and robbing the orodueers and
masses of the people for the benefit of the
fow capitalists and manufacturers But
this fact does not alter the inxorable logic
of Mr Perry above quoted

Then the man is to be pitied who can see
no difference between the protective tariff
aud the prohibition of foreigners own-
ing

¬

the lands of this country and
who has little enough sense
to charge a Democratic legislature
in Texas with making the alien land law in
the interest of Northern money lenders
and to keep out cheap money and that the
people of Texas and the legislature are an-
tagonistic

¬

to capital aud imbued with a
spirit of communism eager to strike down
capital in any quarter

Such stupendous assaultsupon the honor
patriotism and integrity of the people cf
Texas published to the world are destroy-
ing

¬

confidence and injuring the state and
people of Texas and not the law While the
law was and is a necessity and may for a
time work a hardshipon a few people as all
laws do it will in tho end bring good re-

sults
¬

and make our people fiee strong
prosperous independent and happy

But the opponents of tho law go down be-

fore
¬

the argument and a patriotic public
sentiment and say yes it is right prohibit
aliens from permanent ownership of the
land but let us make loans ou it in order to
get cheau money but they forget to tell you
who gets cheap money from Europe Is it
the foreigner No It is the men and cor-
porations

¬

that loan foreign money in this
country that get cheap money they bor-
row

¬

it in Europe at 4 per cent i a small per-
cent and loan it to the people of Texas at
10 and 1 per cent

Tho fact is a class of men as agents of-
aud in combination with European capital
have grown up in Texas aud built up an oc-

cupation
¬

of money leuding and combining
together are attempting to keep up a high
rate of interest and are abusing the legisla-
ture

¬

and the people for reducing the rate of
interest and the legislature for passing an
effective law for the suppression of
usury and in more than one instance
some of the loudest shrickers over the alien
land law and for cheap money A part of
the combination I am creditably informed
prevented Northern and Eastern capitalists
from loaning money in Texas at C per cent
telling them it was no use to reduce the
rate to 0 when they could as easily get 10

Answered aud cornered everywhere
these same shriekers catch up the old
dodge and sophistry of tho manufacturer
aud Republican party for a protective tariff

It is not forme say they we want the
law repealed It is for the benefit of the
poor man anil the farmer Unless he has tho
privilege of iaying 5000000 interest an-
nually

¬

ou io0000000 that I am to sweep off
his labor into Europe save for some rich
picking for myself he is ruined

Their solicitude for tho poor man and
farmer is about in principle ou a par with
that of the boy fishing in the creek plung ¬

ing and diving to the bottom of the stream
to rescuo his drowning companion who on
being complimented on his heroic act in im-

periling
¬

his life to savo his friend said it-
wasnt that it was because he had the
fish bait in his pocket Respectfully

Dave Dekdex

T J TIISOX MEIUT

WilllDg to Hear a Portion of the Respon-
sibility

¬

and Abuse
SlEitrr Huxt COUXT1 Tex Aug 311S91

Editor Gazette
I shall take pleasure in answering your

interrogations in reference to the alien
land law-

Before answering your questions how-
ever

¬

allow me to briefly refer to the history
of the legislation upon this law in the last
legislature By referring to the house
journal you will see on page 52 that tho first
bill on this subject bill No 42 was intro-
duced

¬

by myself the second bill 2so Sn
page 3S was introduced by Mr Gossett of-
Kaufman county the third bill Ko 137
page SO was introduced by Mr Hodges of
Lamar county The bill that passed how-
ever

¬

was a committee substitute for all
three bills So you see if this law is wrong
and vicious all the blame should not attach
to the distinguished gentleman from Kauf ¬

man county but I as an humble farmer
member of the Twentysecond legislature
am willing to bear my part of the responsi-
bility

¬

and abuse too Mr Editor I will
simply say that I did all in my power to se-
cure

¬

the passage of this measure and I have
no apologies to make and no desire to
change my vote upon the bill as passed

I favor section 10 because I believe that
American soil should be owned by Ameri-
can

¬

citizens by men who know something
of our form of government and have a ven-
eration

¬

for the same by men who under-
stand

¬

something of our republican and

not only property but their lifes blood in
maintaining and jierpetuating these grand
institutions and not by raon who know lit

t tic or nothing of our form of government
j and republican institutions but who care-

less in fact men who are enemies to
our institutious and who would use the
money they draw from us in tho way of
rents etc to subvert these grand princi ¬

ples and overthrow our form of government

in a very fow cases
companies have

loan
says that

have state
such rights

shall accorded
United laws

by
States Article

all contained the
and establish on its ruins a monarchy or act in to property of an
despotism And a man is blind indeed if-
he does not realize that this is the tenflency-
of events at this time

I favor the latter clause of section 10 viz
any conveyance to any alien

or to any firm company or corporation
composed in whole or in part of aliens
be void because Cif this provision
were not there the whole object and pur-
pose of the bill would be defeated

companies and corporations innum-
erable

¬

with one more naturalized citi-
zens

¬

belonging thereto and the rest
would be formed and in this way would
buy own aud control our country as thor-
oughly

¬

as if no attempt at legislation on
this subject had ever been made

I feel that I have your first
and second questions I have changes
to suggest unless I amend law so-
as to make it stronger aud more binding

As to j our third question Was tho in-

tent
¬

of the law to exclude foreign capital
from the state I have simply to say that
the intention of law was to prevent
men who have no love or sympathy for our

and our institutions acquiring
power and control in this country as

would convert this land the free and
home of brave into a country serfs
to prevent in this country the condition of
landlord and tenantry that has blighted
and withered some fairest countries

Europe is folly to argue that this is
not tendency of this condition things
Give the money and autocrats the
power and they will act here precisely as
they have in England Ireland and other
European countries And how I ask
could you more thoroughly vest
this power than by giving them owner-
ship and control of lands coun-
try

¬

Give them this and you at once make
masters of thosituation By controll-

ing lands they control masses of the
people and thereby completely control the
legislation of country And requires
no seer or prophet to forecast tho character
of legislation that would thus obtain Eu-
roiie has already dictated legislation to this
country that has been a withering blight
upon Sho has largely dictated our
financial policy and what do we see
spirit of discontent aud unrest scenes of

agitation that reach
profoundest depths of our social and politi-
cal

¬

structures causing to vibrate to
very centers

These are not theories but con-
ditions that confront us And now shall
we continue to nurse and nourish viper
into more vigorous life that he may plunge
his poisonous fangs deeper into our political
and social seems to me
time every true American patriot to
arouse from his slumbering lethargy
crush this monster though t cost the
withdrawal Jo0000000 from our state
But it is argued that the withdrawal this
amount of foreign money from our state at
this time would a very depressing
effect upon the country this be
true Yet is it not a fact that longer
this kind or legislation is deferred
worse it will be If causes depression
now to withdraw f30000050 what will be
the result when there STiOOOOOOOO in-

vested
¬

The fact is this matter has already
been deferred too long Is it not 1 sail
commentary upon the patiotism and statos-
mansnip of this great country a country
such ooundless inexhaustible resources
and possibilities that we cannot supply
ourselves with money a circulating medium
sufficient to meet the reasonable and legiti-
mate

¬

requirements the people to meet
the demands of trade and commerce but
must bow suppliant foreign
autocrats and enemies our republican
institutions Shade oflWashington Jeffer-
son

¬

and Jackson can this so Verv re-
spectfully

¬

J Tjlsox

IX L AGXJilV UOXIIAM

More Convinced Hiid Uecideu
Was Slucil Needed

To the Gazette
BoxiiAM Faxxix Cocxtt Tex

31 1 am in receipt of your favor of Au
7 asking me to as far as I con-

sistently
¬

could the lollowing questions
concerning the alien land law viz

1 Are you is favor of the law as it
stands

2 Ifhiot what amendments would you
suggest

3 Was the intent of the law to excludo
foreign capital from tho state

4 If so do you regard this effect as ben-
eficial

¬

or hurtful to the interest of Texas
As a member of the legislature I voted

for the law 1 was in favor of then and
since that time I have seen no reason to-
chauge my views on the question In fact

hearing and reading tlie various dis-
cussions

¬

of the law pro and con I have but
become more convinced and decided that
the law was much needed and that was
one of the best laws enacted by the Twenty
second legislature For if it be a fact that
at this early period of tho history of our
state government wo cannot have a law
prohibiting aliens from owning land in the
state without disturbing and overturning
business interests of the state it but shows
conclusively what a hold and influence the
alien already hus on our governmental af-
faii and that the greatest misfortune
that the law was not passed long before we
reached this state of affairs For if be-

a fact that such is the condition of affairs
it clearly appears that the aliens have such
interests in our state that our legislators
dare not pass a law restricting
their rights in the ownership of our soil
lest we thereby disturb and destroy the
substantial interests of our own citizens a
condition I devoutly hope we may never
reach Tho great hue and cry raised
against law by foreign loan companies
and those in the employment of said com-
panies

¬

and directly interested in burdening
our citizens with borrowed mouey that the
law wili havo the effect of preventing the
companies from extending their loans as
they mature and of forcing them to with-
draw

¬

from Texas is the merest bosh for
the truth is a large number of them had
declined long before the law was passed to
place any more or renew those matur-
ing

¬

giving as their reasons at the time that
they had out all the money they desired
and that they would oe cautious and await
the result of the great stringency in money
matters that has been upon the country for
the past year

The opponents of the law have very
shrewdly made it appear that the law was
designed and intended to prohibit aud ex-

clude
¬

foreign capital from the state and
that it would have tbat effect when such
was never intended While I believe that
indebtedness and encumbering prorerty
with mortgages is a curse rather than a
blessing and the easier it is to borrow
money the more people will borrow who
could do without still I have
no objection aud rather like it-

to see foreign money come into our
state to swell our too small cir-
culating

¬

medium and to assist in develop ¬

ing our vast resources carrying on our
commerce and invigorate our business in-

terests
¬

and there is not a word in the law
to prevent or foreigners from
bringing their money in our midst or from
loaning it and forcing its collection through
our courts it simply prohibits their owning
or buying lands-

Certainly national banks handle and loan
much more money in Texas than do the
foreign loan companies and still they are
not permitted to loan ou real estate security

yet you fail to ilnd them declining to loan
money on that account The law
does not prohibit foreigners from
loaning money and taking security
on lands but prohibits them buy¬
ing the land in at a foreclosure sale Every
person who ever borrowed money from one
of companies knows how particular
they an that in no event they may have
to buy in the land only loaning about one
dollar on or four dollars worth of
land at a low appraisement so that should
they be compelled to foreclosethev will not
have to take the land but that some one
else may be glad to buy the land at figures
over and above their loan and Interest so
that out of the great number of loans I ap

prebend only will the
to buy in the landu to sae

their
The act in question specially an

alien shall and enjoy in tiie of
Texas pertaining to personal
projicrty as are or lie to citi-
zens

¬

of the States by the of
the nation to which such alien shall lieloug-
or tho treaties of such nations with the
United 9 of said act Tho
above is the limitation in

reference personal

That deed or

shall

¬

because
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or
aliens
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answer

it

after

it

is

it

the

loans

it

otherwise

prohibit

these

three

alien Tho whole and solo evil sought after
is the owning and holding of lands by
aliens not of their personal property such
as money nor loaning and collecting of
same The act does not prohibit the bring-
ing

¬

of their money here nor loauing it nor
taking security for it nor to their using the
machinery of our courts to force its collec-
tion

¬

but it does prohibit their owning and
holding lands in our state and so intrench
themselves as to occupy a position to dic-
tate

¬

the the legislation of our state or-
thrca en the prosperity of our people or-
tho perpetuity of our institutions if per-
chance

¬

our legislation does not suit them
I noticed a few days since in a newspaper
article that foreigners now own in tho
United States 2Sib7iHX acres of land
enough to be divided into tracts of 1C0 acres
aud would furnish homes for J40Ti fami-
lies

¬

who would make citizens who could be
depended upon in peace or war but as it i

it compels that many more people to be ten-
ants

¬

and doe nobody any good except
those who hold it as they are able to do is
foreign capitalists

This is a lrightful showing aud such as
the law contemplates to break up that
too in accordance with a long and contin-
ued

¬

demand of American citizens every-
where

¬

Respectfully E L Aoscw

c r connkliik iastiab
Does Not Care to One an Expression ol Ilia-

Viang and Decline
Eastland Eastland Countv Tex

Aug IS31 f
Editor Gazette

Deah Sin Your esteemed favor of the
27th hist is at hand I am much obliged to
you for the compliment implied in seeking
my opinion on the alien land law end for
the courtesy extended me in offering me the
use of your valuable space in giving my
views on the law But as I seek no news-
paper

¬

notoriety and do not believe that the
public would be benefited by an expres-
sion

¬

of my views I must respectfully de-
cline

¬

your kind offer Wishing
you success and again thanking you for
your courtesy I am as ever yours truly

C U CosxnirE

aivin c ow jiiy dextox
Dues Not Think Up Cmtlil itcncllt tho-

Ieople by Jiving UN Views

Dextov DrxTov Corvrv Tex i

Aug x if11
Editor Gazette

DeauSik Your favor of yesterday so-
liciting

¬

an expression fmm me on the alien
land law is just recoilcd-

I thank you for the courtesy of your kind
remembrance but 1 cannot see how an ex-
pression

¬

from me on that subject would in
any manner lteuetit the people of Texas and
I am not trying 10 gain any notoriety by
rushing into print ilauy more able than
myself will bo glad of an opi ortuuity to
express their views in your excellent paper
and I will not be missed by remaining silent
Very respectfully Alvix U Owslst

a k swan iijxiiitta
Not In Favor ol the lnv as It Now Stands

on the Statute Hooks
Ueskietta Clay County Tex

Aug a isui
Editor Gazette

Your favor of the 27th instant in which
you propound certain questions with refer-
ence

¬

to section 1U of the alien land law is
before me You ask four questions each
of which I will answer leaving tho second
question to bo answered last You ask first

are you in favor of the law as it now
stands My answer is most positively no-

I am in favor of an alien law with reference
to real estate but not such as the one now
on our statute books

I think the state would be better off with-
out

¬

any law 011 the subject than with the
present law and especially those who have
their property mortgaged or those who
have outstanding vendors lieu notes to
meet besides I think the law as it now
stands is not only unwise but extremely
unjust my reasons for all of which I will
give in answer to question So 2

You ask third was the inteut of the law
to exclude foreign capital from tho state
My candid opinion is that the majority of
those who voted forthe bill did so with but
two objects One v as to get the bill out of
the way and the other was to go on record
as favoring an alien law 1 do not believe
onethird of the members who voted for the
bill had the slightest couception of what
tho effect of the law would be Nor do I
believe that it was the intention of any re ¬

spectable number of them to exclude for-
eign

¬

capital from the state
You ask fourth do youregard this effect

as beneficial or hurtful to the interests of
Texas to which I have the honor to
reply that the effect is not
only hurtful but ruinous That we have
one of the grande t tates in the Union a d-

re surrounded with more po sibilities and
probabil ties than an oth rstatj 0 c will
deny and thai a 1 we need to make ours
the gre test country under the sun is devel-
opment

¬

we have the pluck energy and
enterprise in fact everything necessary to
that end save m ney That we must get
from abroad nd it is my candid opinion
that aside from the fact that it is the
cheapest money it is to our interes to get
as much money from foreign capitalists and
as little from Xorthe 11 and Eastern eapi-
talists in our own government as possible
but as I shall take fully as much space in
answering question Xo 2 as j ou can afford
to allow me I will not discuss this point at
this time

In question No 2 you ask what amend ¬

ment 1 would suggest This brings up tin
merits of the whole law aud if I were to
make the law to my own liking I would not
allow an alien or foreigner or domestic
corporation to buy or hold lands within
the state of Texas acquired by ordinary
purchase save that I would allow all cor-
porations

¬

permissible within the state to
buy and hold lands necessary for the trans-
action

¬

of their business such as railways
their right of way depot grounds etc
manufacturing and mining corporations
their sites I would allow no corporation
such as laud and pasture companies I
would allow loan companies to loan money
on real estate security with the privilege of
purchasing at their own foreclosure sale in
the event such sale should be necessary in
the collection of their debt but I would
require them to alienate the land so pur-
chased

¬

within ten years from the date of
the purchase I would make no dis-
tinction

¬

between corporations whose
stockholders were in whole or in part for-
eigners

¬

and those whose stockholders were
all denizens I would allow aliens
who inherit or take under will ten
years within which to alienate the
lands so acquired or to become
citizens of the United States I am un-
alterably

¬

opposed to any law of escheats
where owners or heirs may be found but
in lieu of an escheat law I would at the ex-
piration

¬

of the time within which they had
to alienate have the owners cited the
property advertised and sold as under exe-
cution

¬

allowing only citizens to nurchase-
at such sale and after paying all costs
and expenses I would have the re-
mainder

¬

of the proceeds of such sale
turned over to the proper owner The idea
that the state of Texas would sell a tract of
land to A who was foreign born but has
become naturalized receive the purchase
money and issue to him a patent and then
after his death because his heirs were
aliens probably an aged father or mother
who had furnished the boy the money with
which to make the purchase deprive them
of the land with all its enhanced values
made by his labors is in my opinion absurd
and wholly wrong 1 am willing to deprive
them of the privilege of owing the land but
the proceeds thereof should be returned to
them The state should never take some
thing for nothing and should never de¬

clare a forfeiture for anything but a crime
or a default in payment J believe
the above ideas framed into a
law would present a just reason
4bleaad satisfactory solution tic dif

culty into which we have unwittingly
fallen

I have already said as much as the spare
you can reasonably allow me may 1ustif
but there an some objections to the law as-
it now stands which 1 cannot forbear men-
tioning Article 10 prohibits anv alien or-
unnaturalized foreigner or any firm com-
pany or corporation composed in whole or-
in part of aliens from acquiring title to
land and declares that any deed to such
etc shall bo void This includes every in-

terest
¬

in lauds
While I believe that the greater part of

the law is unconstitutional when tried by
the Federal constitution yet if the letter
of the law can be sustained no railroad cou d
have its right of way no banks its building
no factory its site who perchance should
have one stockholder who is a foreigner
Every title coming through a cori oratioit
company or firm must be left in doubt un-

less it is known that everyone connected
with the concern is a natural or naturalized
citizen of the United States

Then again suppose A B and C should
purchase a tract of land together A and 15

taking fourninths each aud l taking one
ninth and it should occur that C was a
foreigner though that fact was unknown
to A or B at the time of the purchase if
they constituted the firm of A B A to tin
deed would be void aud the whole land
echeat to the state This doubtless was
not the intention of the legislature but is
manifestly the meaning of the law and if it-
is allowed to stand it will do more to further
unsettle and make uncertain the land titles
to the state and turn investors and
homesoekers alike away than any other law
that ever has or probably ever will stand
ui <on the statute books of the state

There are many other matters I should
like to suggest with reference to our land
policies anil policy we should pursue look-
ing to the development of our state of un-
fathomed resources but 1 have said enough
for this time Y ours trulv

A K Sw is-

T I linWUM KICHAItllSOX

Thiol It Mlould I1ai Horn Iascil Ten
Years Ajo

IiirnAitnov Dalias Countt Trx
eut I l il i

Editor Ctizette
Silt As jou request my views on the

alien land law as passed by the last legisla-
ture

¬

1 will say that 1 think it a good
law and have no suggestions to make
in regard to it I think if it had
been passed ten years ago it would
have been bettor for the country
As to your third question it was not un-
derstood

¬

to exclude foreign capital from the
state but to prevent foreigners from ac-

quiring
¬

title to lands in the state I do not
think the law anYets loan association to any
great extent as they only advance H per-
cent of the value of the property and in-

case of foreclosure they would find a bidder
for the properly Loan associations are
hurtful to the state They can In traced in
any country by the desolation they lea
It is only necessary to look at Kansas to
prove the evil effects of borrowing money

J F KonUM

K l kixfko IIli KIrSON
IaTors tt M Spirit but Texas Farms Miotild-

be Owned by Texans
Burleson Johnson CorNTV Tex I

Sept I layl
Editor fJazetlp

Kepiying to yours of August 2 request-
ing

¬

an expression Tom me either favorable
or unfavorable of section 10 of the alien
laud law and other questions in regard to-

th la and its effect upon the Interests
of the state 1 have to say that I favor the
spirit of the law ii d ould fa or only such
changes or amendments as will give it-

lorce aud effect I favor a law that w 11

prohibit aliens acquiring and holding
land in this statu for any length
of time I think Texas farms
should be owned by Texans and the farmer
of Texas a freeholder and not the tenant
ot an alien landlord Aud in my judgment
to prevent aliens from plastering this state
over with mortgages to secure the return of
money loaned at S and 10 per cent interest
will do much to preserve to the farmers of-
tnisstate the land they cultivate Facility
for borrowing at S aud 10 per cent is no
favor to farmers for borrowing causes
speculation and bankrupts five men
where it increases the income of one At
the present low prices of agricultural pro
duets there is not a farmer in Texas who
makes 5 por cent ou his lands stock and
farming implements aud yet strange to
say there are men who would have us be-

lieve
¬

this socalled cheap money will secure
groat prosperity and wealth to our people
when in reality to the wealth
producing class it will cause dis-
tress

¬

and bankruptcy in the
end When the principal interest
aud all expenses are finally settled Texas
will Jhave paid back two dollars for
every one received No farmer can pay S-

and 10 per cent for money to improve his
farm or increase his lands

Kansas for the last fifteen years has
been made to prosper and her resources
developed just in the same way these men
propose to develop Texas and if reports be
true there arc no more debtridden fann ¬

ers in the United States than
are the Kansas farmers 1 have
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no sympathy or respect for apolicytliit >

cheap monei would mor
gage and place under deeds of trust thou-
sands

¬

of and millions of acres
improved lands in this stale to alien
dividual companies and coriHirations o-

havo no interest in our welfare and
gress only as they ate peeunarily bom-
iited and who are not the friends of nur
institutions or to our law

believe it would be t tho-
inteivst of Texas if all capital wis
withdrawn Instead of leuiaining mono
lenders they may turn land speculators u
stead of having money to lend nun
turn us out tenants to vote and rmiivi
legislation in own interest Kopuu
lies freeholders aud not landlords and
tenants Great Britain now controls tho
price of cur agricultural products
They should not be allowed to own our
farms control our labor and dictate legisla-
tion

¬

which results in my judgment will bo
possible if the alien land law is repealed or
materially changed 10 D Keniko

lOCiKKs IAIKSTINK
Opposed to Alien Ownership uf Iandtf-

Kltlierby or Corporation
NUEisON 1ofNTV TEX I

Aug 31 1M I I

Editor Gazette
In reply to yours asking for my

upon the alien land law I submit tho
going into details and

omitting will say that I am ¬

to the alien ownership of laud either
by individuals firms or corporations

1 Because I believe it to be detrimental
to the best of the state and if per-
mitted

¬

to go on uuchecked would ulti-
mately

¬

seriously if it does not
now our civil and institutions

2 I opiwisc it because the platform of my
party in state convention assembled speaks
out against it

3 I am opjiosed to ownership of
land on the principle that no one should bo
allowed to own the laud in a ex-
cept

¬

those who are and capable of
becoming citizens and who will swear alle-
giance

¬

to our government and bo allied
with us the event of au unequal content
with a foe

I do not thin the intention of the atwas to excludo foreign capital from tho
state but to foreign ownership
of land

The effect of the law will cause some
embarrassment but will event-

ually
¬

result in great good to the country
the unjust and unnecessary tirade agairlsti
the law by the daily press of the has
done more infinitely more towards this
embarrassment than the practical effects o
law itself

You may be assured that the alien land
the law has come to stay Yours truly g
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